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To give reality to the religious teaching in the schools was of deep importance to Mr. Barnett.
1890.—The justification most often put forward for voluntary schools is that by their means religious education is secured. It is a claim to be urged with humility. Far be it from me to say that religious education is impossible in Board Schools. Wherever a teacher lives in the fear of God, there must be religious teaching in his school, and there are, I know, many such teachers in whose presence children learn to know of the God Whose Will must be done. At the same time, it is fair to say that in the Board system there is no care to appoint such teachers. In our school, while we strive to secure that children are instructed in the facts of Bible history, we aim also at getting them taught by those who themselves feel the nearness of God to their own history. For this reason the teachers often meet to strengthen one another by common study of the Bible, and to get strength from God in the Holy Communion.
Of these opportunities, one who was then teaching in. St. Jude's wrote:
I love to recall the " family prayers " held in the Vicarage every Monday morning before school began, for clergy and teachers; and the practice also for these same workers to meet in the Church for Holy Communion after every school holiday at 8.15 on the morning of reopening school. I often did not appreciate it then, I would now. f
After many years' experience of work begun with prayer, the Vicar wrote as follows :
1886.—The teachers have tried to carry through each term the spirit of the Holy Communion with which it began, they have tried to act as members of a greater whole, and to consider the children as individuals born of God.
To the actual teaching of the Bible he devoted much attention; himself giving the lesson four mornings in. every week, to the teachers as well as to the children, but of religious examination he was critical:
1878.—I am sure an examination of religious knowledge is unhealthy, and I am not convinced that an examination of subjects connected with religion is good. . . The visit of the Inspector, though, tends to give a certain order and importance to work which otherwise might seem to deserve less attention.